PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #P.G. #69-21 Building Date: 1884

Building Name: Cherry Hill Cemetery

Location: 6821 Ingraham Street, Beacon Heights

Public/Cemetery/Occupied/Fair/Accessible

Description

The Cherry Hill Cemetery is located between Lots 9 and 10 on the east

side of Ingraham Street in the Beacon Heights subdivision. It has an 88
foot frontage along Ingraham Street. The cemetery is located on a 4.5
acre parcel. It is not known over how much of the parcel the cemetery
extends, because the burials are now unmarked. The lot has a
precipitously sloping topography, starting at a low bank along Ingraham
Street then sloping downward toward the east, a drop of 55 feet from the
west to the east side of the lot. The parcel is primarily wooded, with
growth that has appeared since 1955, when Beacon Heights was subdivided.

Significance

The Cherry Hill Cemetery is significant as the only cemetery known to
exist at this time, related to the free black and slave community of the
Riverdale-Bladensburg-Hyattsville area. One other cemetery, similarly
related was destroyed by development and the burials moved to Harmony Hill
Cemetery in Landover. Cherry Hill is one of the few remaining sites
related to what was a thriving black community in the Bladensbury area,
following the Civil War. It is the resting place of numerous Adams,
Becketts, Plummers, Quinces, Edwards, Grices and others. Josiah Adams, on
whose farm the cemetery was located beginning in 1884, was a free black,
who may be descended from a line of free blacks. Further research on the
Adams family could yield valuable information on the lives of free blacks
in Prince George's County during the 18th and 19th century.

Acreage: 5.8 acres
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Cherry Hill Cemetery is located between Lots 9 and 10 on the east
side of Ingraham Street in the Beacon Heights subdivision. It has an 88
foot frontage along Ingraham Street. The cemetery is located on a 4.5
acre parcel. It is not known over how much of the parcel the cemetery
extends, because the burials are now unmarked.

The cemetery Tot has a precipitously sloping topography. It starts
at a low bank along Ingraham Street and then slopes downward toward the
east in a continuous hillside to Furman Parkway, a drop of 55 feet from
the west to the east side of the lot. The parcel is primarily wooded,
with growth that has appeared since 1955, when Beacon Heights was
subdivided.

The appearance of the cemetery lot from Ingraham street is that of a
low grassy bank with a few scattered trees behind it. A dense tree line
approximately 75 feet from the street marks the point at which the land
starts to slope percipitously down. Scattered over the approximately 75
by 88 foot section of the lot that borders Ingraham Street are foot-sized
chunks of local iron-bearing standstorie. According to neighborhood
residents, these stones were once standing upright, arranged in rows,
marking graves.

It is not apparent upon visual inspection that this lot was a burial
ground. According to neighborhood residents, it was more obvious in past
years when the stones were still standing upright and plantings on some
of the graves were periodically maintained.
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The Cherry Hill Cemetery is significant as the only cemetery known to
exist at this time, related to the free black and slave community of the
Riverdale-Bladensburg-Hyattsville area. One other cemetery, similarly
related was destroyed by development and the burials moved to Harmony Hill
Cemetery in Landover.l Cherry Hill is one of the few remaining sites
related to what was a thriving black community in the Bladensbury area,
following the Civil War. It is the resting place of numerous Adams,
Becketts, Plummers, Quinces, Edwards, Grices and others.2 Josiah Adams,
on whose farm the cemetery was Tocated beginning in 1884, was a free
black, who may be descended from a line of free blacks. Further research
on the Adams family could yield valuable information on the lives of free
blacks in Prince George's County during the 18th and 19th century.
Individuals belonging to related families buried in the cemetery figured
prominently in the Washington, D.C. and Prince George's County community.
These include George Wilson Grice, Jr., a community activist and
Washington, D.C. businessman; and Rachel Grice Henry, principle of Croome
Institute, a school for young black girls in Prince George's County.3

Beginning in 1871, Josiah Adams began to amass the parcels that
eventually composed his 49.5 acre farm. In 1874 he Rurchased 20 acres of
a tract called Walker's Fork from Richard B. Beanes.? In 1879 he
purchased an additional 23 acres from Nicholas C. Stephen.5 In 1883, in
the year prior to his death, he purchased an adjoining 4 acres from
Miletus J. Wine.® Adams died in 1884 and in his will divided his farm
into 7 parcels, to be distributed among his children. The southwest
corner of Lot #2 was designated as the "family burying ground",’ measuring
3 by 3 perches or approximately 50 by 50 feet. It later became known to
the family as the Cherry Hill Cemetery.

Adams left the 9.58 acre Lot #2, containing the family burial ground
to daughters Margaret Adams Hammond and Catherine Adams Harrison. The lot
also contained the family dwelling house and well.8
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In 1931, Lot #2 passed from Katherine Branch, only heir of Margaret
Adams Hammond, to Mary Lizena Grice. In 1940, Grice passed Lot #2 to her
daughter, Rose Grice Brown.9 In 1955, Rose Grice Brown sold the land
containing the family cemetery to I. Melvin and Lillian Kramer, who -
subdivided the area, including the land composing the former Josiah Adams
farm, as the Beacon Heights residential subdivision.l0 Mrs. Brown sold
the cemetery lot with a verbal agreement that the cemetery would remain
undisturbed.1l Kramer left a 4.5 acre parcel, including the cemetery,
unbuilt. The cemetery fronts on the east side of Ingraham Street, between
Lots 9 and 10 of the subdivision.

Graves were marked with "folk"-type stones rather than purchased
markers. Josiah Adams grave was marked by a large boulder or field stone
placed upright and carved upon. Other graves were marked with smaller
pieces of the local iron-bearing standstone, also placed upright in the
ground.12 One marker, which still exists, is a rectangular pillar or
shaft of concrete approximately 3 feet in height with an illegible
inscription.

The last burial in the Cherry Hill Cemetery was in the early 1940's.
For many years, remaining family members visited the cemetery with some
regularity and placed flowers on the graves. Descendents are scattered in
Washington, D.C., Riverdale and Brentwood, as well as Pennsylvania and
Ohio. In recent years visits to the cemetery by family members have
ceased. The property was repossessed from the Kramers by the County for
nonpayment of taxes and sold in 1988 to a developer who wished to
construct two houses on it. Over the years the upright marker stones
apparently fell over and were no longer in rows. During 1988 the large
stone marking the Josiah Adams grave disappeared. Knowledge of the
existence of the cemetery on the seemingly open lot was only with lTong
time residents of the Beacon Heights subdivision.

[V y—"

The Beacon Heights Citizens' Association was able to block the
development of the 4.5 acre parcel into two house lots, and ownership of !
the property rests once again with the County. Rose Grice Brown, while
elderly, still resides in the neighborhood and was contacted for more
information on the cemetery. She had no knowledge of the impending
development plans. Through her, other family members were interviewed by
members of the Citizens' Association and Bianca Floyd, Manager of Park and
Planning's Black History Project. At this time, no comprehensive list of
the number of burials or names of family members buried has been found.
The extent of the Cherry Hill Cemetery and the extensive history of
related families remains a project for ongoing research.

e e -
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1 “The Adams Family and Cherry Hill Cemetery of Beacon Heights," a report
written by Bianca P. Floyd, Manager, Black History Project, M-NCPPC.

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid. .

4 Prince George's County Land Records, HB 5:71.

5 Land Records, ATB 1:276.

6 Land Records, JWB 2:313.

7 Wills, WAJ JR 1:388.

8 Plat filed with Will WAJ JR 1:388, in Administration file #1263.
9 Land Records, 366:407, 572:247.

10 26:97, Plat of Subdivision, Beacon Heights, October 1955.

11 Affadavit, Rose Grice Brown, September 30, 1988.

[ U M
-

12 Interview with Lee Gramlich, Beacon Heights Citizen's Association,
September 23, 1988.
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Chain of Title
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Rose Grice Brown and Hillery H. Brown, her husband to
Melvin and Lillian Kramer. Part of same obtained
from Mary L. Grice, widow, 572:247. Remaineder of
Lot 2 Josiah Adams Farm, 7.46 acres. Exclusive of
part conveyed to J.J. Ingram, 1743:385.

J. Jack Ingram and wife to Melvin and Lillian Kramer.
Same obtained from Rose Grice Brown, 29 June 1954,
1743:385, 1.97 acres. Part of Lot 2.

Rose Grice Brown and Hillary H. Brown to J. Jack
Ingram and Blanche L. Ingram. For $10.00 grantors
convey part of Lot 2 in Division of estate of Josiah
Adams, alotted to Margaret Adams Hammond, conveyed by
572:247, 2.0 acres.

Mary L. Grice, widow to Rose Grice Brown. for $10.00
grantor convey same land obtained from Katherin
Branch and Thomas N. Magruder, Treasurer of Prince
George's County, September 4, 1931 and Nov. 10, 1933,
366:407. A1l of Lot 2 of Josiah Adams farm, 9.58
acres. Also Lot 3 of estate, alotted to Levi Adams.

Katherine Branch, heir at law of Margaret Hammond,
nee Adams, to Mary L. Grice of Washington, D.C. For
$10.00 grantor conveys Lot 2 of Josiah Adams farm,
9.58 acres.

Josiah Adams, testator. Directs that he be buried in
cemetery on Lot #2 of his land. Divides Lots #1-7
among his children. Total of 49.5 acre farm. Plat
included in Administration File #1263.

Richard B. Beanes, for $550 grantor conveys to Josiah
Adams of Washington, D.C. a tract adjoining Walker's
Fork, 10 acres and another parcel of 10 acres.

Nicholas C. Stephens, for $238 grantor conveys to
Josiah Adams. "Part of Columbia" or "Walker's Fork,",
23 acres.

Miletus J. Wine and Josiah Adams of Prince George's
County. For $75 grantor conveys Lot 12 of
subdivision, "Part of Simmon's Lot", and two parts of
Walker's Fork. Part of subdivision recorded in Land
Records, 4 acres.
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